MOHAMMED   AND    CHARLEMAGNE

There is no doubt that commerce was extremely profitable. It
seems that the booty taken in Poitou from some merchants pillaged
by the sons of Waddo was very considerable,1

But we have more certain evidence than this. The epitaph of a
merchant of Lyons says that he was "the consolation of the afflicted
and the refuge of the poor"; he must therefore have been very
wealthy.2

In 626 the merchant John bequeathed certain properties to the
Abbot of Saint Denis and to various churches in the diocese of
Paris.3 As this donation was confirmed by the king the properties
must have been very considerable. Fortunatus wrote an epitaph
for die merchant Julianus, famous for his lavish alms.4 In 651
Leodebode, Abbot of Saint Aigan at Orleans, bequeathed to the
Abbey of Saint Pierre at Fleury-sur-Loire some urban properties
which he had formerly bought from a merchant; so that the
latter must have been the owner of house property in the city,s

The Rodulfns negoticns, whose name we find inscribed in a
Roman book, was certainly a Merovingian merchant.0 Gregory
of Tours speaks also of a merchant of Commingcs, whom I am
inclined to believe was the owner of various shops.7

We hear also of a merchant of Poitiers who used to travel to
Troves and to Metz,8 where he met another merchant who bought
and sold salt and made journeys by boat on the Moselle- There is
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